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EXT. HOTEL - SI DEWALK - DAY

A famly of four wal ks down a sidewal k that runs against a
six lane, busy intersection. They carry their bel ongi ngs;
pul ling along their suitcases, backpacks over their

shoul ders, and a single box fan, the electrical cord drags
behi nd t hem

They look tired, their initial annoyance of the events of
t he week having worn off. They're only barely functioning
now.

They approach a worn down hotel .
EXT. CAR DEALERSHI P - PARKI NG LOT - DAY

The fam |y of four stands alone in a parking lot with their
BROKEN DOMN VAN.

TRI SH, the el der daughter, around fifteen years old, |ooks
annoyed.

ANN, her nother, puts an armon her shoul der and | eads her
to the their broken down van. The trunk is open.

ANN
Come on. Let's grab what we can.

They approach the trunk and JOHN, the father, who masks his
worry for the sake of his famly, goes to hand off a guitar
case to Trish

TRI SH
Don't want it.

JOHN
You sure? M ght be bored w thout
it.

A small car pulls next to them The fam |y pauses their
rummagi ng. This is their shuttle to the hotel.

It seens like it'll just fit the four of themand trunk
space seens m ni mal .

DRI VER
Y all the ones that needs the ride?

Trish raises an eyebrow at her father. He purses his |ips,
nods, and returns the guitar to the trunk of their van.
| nstead, he hands her her single backpack of bel ongi ngs.

The fam |y approaches their ride. ELISE, the younger
daught er wheels a giant suitcase behind her. She's el even
and seens conpletely unbothered by their situation, nuch to
t he added annoyance of her ol der sister.

The driver doesn't get out of the car to help with their
bags, just pops the trunk for them Ann hands the box fan
she was huggi ng over to John for himto pack into the trunk.



She shoots hima | ook. He hesitates.

The fam |y of four squeezes into the car. John, the father,
t akes the passenger seat. The driver |ooks at him
expectantly.

JOHN
Just go ahead and drop us at the
cl osest hotel, | guess.

ANN
(pointedly aimed at her
husband)
Preferably a nice one.

BEG N FLASHBACK:
| NT. MOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

We cut to the night before to a run down notel room where
the famly was forced to stay at after just having broken
down.

The furniture is way outdated and the walls are permanently
stained yell ow fromcigarette snoke, a crooked picture frane
shows off the obvious discoloration.

The lock clicks and the door swings open. It hits the wall
and reveals the famly of four, their nouths agape as they
take in the roomthey'|l|l be staying in.

Elise is visibly unconfortable. She pulls the hood of her
sweatshirt up over her hair, tying the strings as tight as
t hey go. She begins to pace, scratching at her arns.

Ann makes a beeline for the beds and rips the conforter and
sheets off. She manically skinms for bed bugs.

Meanwhi | e, John places one of their bags on the ground next
to him He notices sonething has caught Trish's eye, who
points at the curtain next to her.

TRI SH
s that... Bl ood?

John neets eyes with his daughter and sonme sort of an
under st andi ng passes between them

JOHN
Don't show your nother.

END FLASHBACK
| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY
The famly enters a hotel room

Ann pl aces a hand on her chest as she | ooks around.



ANN
(relieved)
Oh, thank Cod.

Still, Ann stops them before anyone can nove away fromthe
door. She repeats her bed bug check fromthe night before.
She's much nore calmthis tinme around.

She ignores the | ooks her famly gives her when she finishes
tucki ng the sheets back under the mattresses.

ANN
Better to be safe than sorry. It's
al ways the nicest ones, you know.

The fam |y begins settle. Elise, sonmehow still stuck with
t he heavy suitcase, drags it across the carpeted floor and
| eaves it at the end of one of the beds.

Trish drops her own bag on the bed she'll be sharing with
her sister. She sits down next to it and pulls out her
phone.

John notions out the w ndow.
JOHN

|"mgoing to go see if | can grab
us sonething to eat.

There's a GROCERY STORE across the street that they can see
fromtheir room

JOHN (CONT.)
Seens |ike a close enough wal k,
yeah?
ANN
Seens like it.
JOHN
(to Elise)
want to cone with e, kid?
ELI SE
Sur e.
JOHN

We'll be back in a bit.
Trish barely | ooks up fromher phone as she waves goodbye.

Ann picks up the television renote and begins to flip
t hrough channel s.

ANN
Be careful.

ELI SE
Ve will!



| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Hours have passed when the hotel room door finally sw ngs
open. John and Elise enter. They're covered in sweat.

ANN
(concer ned)
Were have you been?

John tosses two grocery bags on one of the beds and Trish
i mredi ately dives for it.

Eli se clutches a | oaf of bread when she sits down on the bed
next to her sister.

TRI SH
Seriously. W're starving!

John points back out to the window to the grocery store that
they had just returned from

JOHN
It's way farther than it | ooks.
Didn't take into account the six
| ane intersection we had to cross.

ELI SE
O the five mles of parking |ot.

They are traumati zed.

Trish holds up the contents of the grocery bags. O her than
the | oaf of bread there's two famly sized bags of chips and
[ unch neat.

TRI SH
This is it? What about breakfast?

She and her nother make eye contact. Ann rubs at her
t enpl es.

ANN
There's a diner across the street.
We'll check it out in the
norni ng... For now, hand ne those
sour cream and oni on chi ps.

The fam |y settles around their hotel room Trish and Elise
Ssit cross-legged on their bed, Ann on hers, while John sits
in the chair he pulled up fromthe corner of the room

Wi le spirits were previously low, now that the famly
enj oys their dinner together they seemrel axed.

Elise and Trish conpete to see who can catch the nost chips
in their nouth. Eventually John joins in, while Ann | aughs
at her famly's antics.



5.

At sonme point this is interrupted when Ann's phone begins to
ring.

ANN
It's the nechanic.

This catches John's attention, but the kids continue to eat
and goof off anong thensel ves.

ANN ( CONT.)

(into the phone)
Hell 0?... Yes... The torque
converter? Never heard of it but
okay... A recall? But, we never got
aletter...

(voi ce rai sing)
No, sir | can assure you we never
got the letter... Oh, you don't
BELI EVE ne...? Wat do you nean you
won't give us a rental car?!

The vol une of Ann's voice catches Trish and Elise's
attention.

Wth her nother still yelling over the phone, Trish stands
after she pushes the crunbs off her pants.

TRI SH
' m gonna go shower. Does anyone
need t he bat hroon?

Her famly is too engaged in the argunent they're only able
to hear one side of. Wien no one responds, Trish slinks off
to the bat hroom

ANN
(still arguing over the
phone)
How [ ong until you can get the
part?... FIVE DAYS! \What are we
supposed do W THOUT A RENTAL CAR
for FIVE DAYS?

EXT. DI NER - SI DEWALK - DAY

The next norning, the famly is on their way to the D NER
that sits across the street fromthe hotel they' re staying
at .

John wasn't exaggerating when he said that they had to cross
six lanes of traffic.

W see the famly as they run across the intersection,

| andi ng on the side of their destination. They catch their
breath before they enter the diner. John holds the door open
for his famly. He foll ows.

Rat her than follow themin, we cut to the next scene:



I NT. HOTEL - POOL - DAY

After breakfast we see the famly as they hang out at the
i ndoor pool. Sonmehow they're the only four people there.

Elise is in the water with her father. Trish sits on the
edge of the pool with her feet in, while her nother sits in
one of the |l ounge chairs and reads a book.

Ann puts the book down when she notices her phone ring once
again. The noi se catches the attention of Trish, who | ooks
over her shoulder. At her nother's sigh, she has a feeling
that this conversation is going to be simlar to the one
fromthe night before.

ANN
No sir, | still haven't received
the recall letter. I"'mstuck in a
different state, can | ask how you
think I would have gotten a hol d-

Trish notices that her hunch was correct and pushes off of
t he edge of the pool. She subnmerges herself under the water.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Ann sits on the hotel bed. She eats another |ane sandw ch
while Elise and Trish lay in their bed. They share the bag
of chips that sits between them their attention on the
tel evi si on.

John exits the bathroom H's hair is wet fromthe shower he
just took and he's in his sleep clothes.

JOHN
At |least we get to shower in an
ACTUAL shower, huh?

ANN
Ugh, don't remind ne. | still can't
beli eve we rented that nice house,
just for the plunbing not to work
the whole tine we were there.

TRI SH

(shruggi ng)
| think I'"m nore excited about
actually being able to flush a

toilet.
ELI SE
"If it's brown flush it down, if
yellow let it nellow'. | hope

it's
| never have to do THAT agai n.

The fam |y shares a | augh.



EXT. DI NER - SI DEWALK - DAY
This is the next norning.

Again, we see themrun across the street to avoid the on
comng traffic as the light turns green, though they start
to sl ow down before they make in to the sidewal k. John hol ds
t he door open once again and his famly enters.

The repetition of their tinme stuck in the towm should be
obvi ous.

I NT. HOTEL - POOL - DAY

This time Trish and Elise are in the water together. They're
still the only people in the pool, so they use the
opportunity to race back and forth fromone end to the

ot her.

Ann dries off wwth a towel as she approaches her husband who
is sat at one of the tables.

There's a silence between the two of themas the watch their
ki ds swim

JOHN
| don't now how much | onger we can
stay here.

ANN
Hhm

JOHN

| think we mght only be able to
afford one nore night here. If |
had known. ..

ANN
We couldn't have. We'll figure it
out. Maybe find | cheaper hotel.

JOHN
(noddi ng)
Yeah... That's probably for the
best .

They turn back to watch Trish and Eli se.

JOHN (CONT.)
They' re handing this well though,
huh?

ANN

Yeah they are.
| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Everyone settles into bed for the night.
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John enters the hotel room and the door shuts quietly behind
hi m

JOHN
| talked to the front desk. There's
a hotel down the street we're going
to nove to tonorrow norning. So,
you guys gotta pack up when you
wake up, okay? We gotta be out of
here by noon.

TRI SH
Okay. We'll be ready.

She turns over, ready for bed.
EXT. HOTEL - SIDEVWALK - DAY

Now, we're back at the start of the screenplay, but this
time with context.

The fam |y of four wal ks down a sidewal k that runs against a
six lane, busy intersection. They carry their bel ongi ngs;

pul ling along their suitcases, backpacks over their

shoul ders, and a single box fan, the electrical cord

dr aggi ng behind them

They l ook tired, their initial annoyance of the events of
t he week having worn off. They're only barely functioning
now.

They approach a worn down hotel .

Ann tugs at the cord of the box string and pulls it up so
it's no | onger dragging.

ANN
(annoyed)
| CANNOT BELI EVE they didn't give
us a rental car. W have GOT to
| ook ridicul ous.

Trish turns her attention to the cars that pass.

TRI SH
Oh, we definitely do.

ELI SE
(suddenl y)
ow

Trish | ooks down at the ground at her sister's outburst.
She's stepped on the back of Elise's flip flop, hard enough
to have torn it. Elise is left with half of a broken flip
flop.

TRI SH
Qops. Sorry.
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El i se shoots her the stink eye, but continues on her way.
She tries her best to hop as to not let her nearly bare foot
touch the ground.

Not | ong after, we see them approach the new hotel.
| NT. NEW HOTEL ROOM - DAY

The famly enters their newroom It's not as nodern as the
| ast one and the tacky flower conforters are back.

Ann doesn't have to warn her famly to not get confortable
when she checks for bed bugs this tinme -- they just know.

Just as she gives themthe okay, her phone rings once again.
She cl oses her eyes and takes a deep breath.

ANN

(to her famly)
No yelling this tine.

(into the phone)
Hel 1 0?... We're doing fine, thank
you for asking... Oh. Wat was
that? You want to give us a rental
car?... How thoughtful of you.
Wul d have been nice for you to
have felt that was days ago but
sure. ..

Trish plops down onto her bed as her nother finishes her
conversation. John rubs his face before he places his hands
on his hips with a sigh.

Ann hangs up.

ANN ( CONT.)
They're dropping the rental car off
t onor r ow.

There's a beat as the news settles over the famly.

JOHN
Who's up for nore diner breakfast?

| NT. NEW HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Trish wakes up froma nap the next afternoon to an enpty
hotel room At this point, she understands that there isn't
much to do other than sleep. She rolls onto her back and
opens her phone just as she hears the | ock beep and the door
open.

Elise enters. She's wearing her swinsuit, her goggles set on
her forehead. The goggl es keep her wet hair out of her face.
Eli se waddl es into the roomand sits down on the other bed
and faces her sister. She holds two nuffins in her hands.

She hol ds one out to Trish.
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ELI SE
Muf fin? They' re bl ueberry.

TRI SH
Uh... Thanks? Where are nom and
dad?

ELI SE

In the | obby waiting for the rental
car to get here. That's where | got
the nmuffins.

They eat their nmuffins in confortable silence.
Soon after, their parents enter the room

ANN ( CONT.)
Cone on girls! Elise, get dressed!
We're going on a drive. Your father
is already in the car.

Trish kicks off the conforter as Elise runs to the bat hroom
to get changed out of her suit.

| NT. NEW HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT
The famly returns fromthe drive they had gone on.
John drops the rental car keys onto the nightstand.

JOHN
-said the car will be done tonorrow
afternoon and we gotta be out of
here by noon tonorrow, so make sure
you guys pack before bed. W'll be
headi ng straight to the deal ership.

ELI SE
What about breakfast?
JOHN
|''m sure our car won't take too
long. W'll stop for food once
we're finally on the road again.
TRI SH
(as she packs her
cl ot hes)
"' mjust happy to be finally going
hone.
ANN
Me too.

| NT. CAR DEALERSHI P - DAY

Cut to the next day. The famly sits in the waiting room of
t he deal ership. They take up both couches and the roomis
filled wth their |uggage. Hours have past since the
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mechani ¢ said their car woul d be done and breakfast ends up
bei ng chi ps fromthe vendi ng nmachi ne.

No one tal ks. John and Elise watch the small television that
hangs fromthe wall. Ann reads her book and Trish scrolls
t hr ough her phone.

As tinme passes we see this change. At sone point Ann falls
asl eep, her hand props her head up. Elise is in a different
position at sone point as she tries to get confortable.
Trish steals her nother's book.

Eventual |y, the nechanic enters the waiting room

MECHANI C
Y all are good to go.

TRI SH
(under her breath)
Oh, thank Cod.

MECHANI C
We'l|l take care of paynent up front
desk, since you know, it was a
recal | .

ANN

(rai sing an eyebrow)

A recall we never got the letter
for.

MECHANI C
Vell, I"'msure it'll be in your
mai | box once you get hone, nma'am

ANN
Hrm You better hope so.

JOHN
Gkay! "Il handl e the paynment. Wy

don't you guys head to the van and
pack what you can.

He hands off the heavy suitcase to Elise, who sighs before

| eading the way to the van. It's parked out in front of the
deal ershi p. They open the trunk. It's still filled with the
stuff they had to | eave behind. Wth Trish's hel p, they get
the suitcase into the trunk. Trish's bag follows and she and
Elise pull their respective doors open and clinb into the
back seat.

Just as Ann gets into the passenger seat, John arrives and
puts the duffel bag he had over his shoulder into the trunk
as well. He closes it and then hops into the driver's side.

John puts the key in the ignition and the car runbles and
then starts. He places his hands on the steering wheel and
sighs, before he turns to the kids with a tired smle.
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JOHN
Ready to go hone?

Both of the girls nod quickly.

Wth that, John puts the van in drive and the famly pulls
out of the dealership and onto the road, not quite noticing
the dark stormclouds in the distance hot on their tail.

FADE OUT
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